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spend most of their summer holidays working on collective
farms to bring in the harvest. From Moscow alone in
1943 some 110,000 children worked on the ' farm front';
and in 1942 children did 113*5 million working days on
farms. This mass service was organised by Komsomols.
The first post-war summer (1945) 'saw a revival of the
normal activity of Pioneer camps, holiday homes, and
sanatoria. Arrangements were made by trade unions to
send 1*675 million children to pioneer camps and sanatoria.
The sanatoria were for children in poor health. It was
arranged for 250,000 sick children to have forty days in
sanatoria camps, and for almost 1*4 million children to
have twenty-one days in pioneer camps.1 Preference was
given to the children of soldiers, and in 1945 something
like one child in twenty had a summer holiday. Some
of the pioneer homes are in old country houses; others are
in temporary buildings in the country. They are pretty
firmly regimented, but the children get extra food, plenty of
music and games, and seem to have a very good time.
Continuation Schools
In present circumstances, nineteen out of twenty children
leave school before they have completed the ten-year course.
There are two reasons for this: the first is a very large
voluntary withdrawal of children from school-by their
parents—in Russia as elsewhere the poor need to have
their children earning as soon as possible. The second
reason is the compulsory call-up of children for the labour
reserves. This call-up occurs mainly from the seventh
class. Periodically a quota of children must be supplied
by each area. Commissions are set up to find these quotas.
Tlhe Commissions comprise the Chairman of the town or
rayon Soviet, a trade-union representative, and the local
secretary of the Komsomol organisation.
Each school is instructed to provide its quota of children.
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